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Urgent

March 7, 2005

Hon. Ujjal Dosanjh MP

Minister of Health

278 Confederation

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6

Dear Minister,

I am writing about an issue that has been brought to my attention by Philippe Lucas and Canadians for Safe Access (CSA) regarding a Health Canada contractor Prairie Plant Systems Inc.  

On February 10th, CSA, a non-profit medicinal cannabis patient’s rights group, was issued a "Cease and Desist" order by the offices of Stevenson, Hood, Thornton, Beaubier, legal representatives for Prairie Plant Systems, currently the sole federally-contracted producer of medicinal cannabis in Canada. 

CSA, as I am sure you are aware, has done a great deal of advocacy and research on the issues surrounding safe access for medical marijuana users.  They have raised concern about problems with Health Canada’s medical cannabis access program and with the quality and safety of the product produced by Prairie Plant Systems.  

As a patient’s rights organization they have every right to raise concerns with the medicine delivered by Health Canada to their members.  Their advocacy work should be followed up with transparency and answers from Health Canada, instead they have been handed law suits.

I have written to your department on a number of occasions about problems with Health Canada’s program and many have contacted me with their struggles to get access to the medicine they so often desperately need.   

I am very concerned that a contractor of Health Canada would be engaging in these types of tactics against a patient’s rights group.  I urge you to demand Prairie Plant System Inc. stop the lawsuit and for your department to look into the matter.

I look forward to your response to this important issue. 

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED

Libby Davies

MP, Vancouver East
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